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(&) They must pass in Chinese. 

(o) They must pass in English and general branches. (Detailed regulations 
will be issued later.) 

VI. The Training School. 

The board of foreign affairs will establish a training school for students going 
to America (or branch schools will be established at Tientsin, Hankow, and 'Can- 
ton for the convenience of students from the different provinces ) . All the ac- 
cepted candidates will enter this school or schools. Those sent out the first year 
will be trained for six months and those sent thereafter will be trained for one 
year. During this time the character and ability of the students will be closely 
inspected and only those found satisfactory will be sent abroad. Those found un- 
suitable will be rejected. (Detailed regulations will be issued later.) 

VII. The Superintendence of the Students Abroad. 

At Washington, Chicago, or some other suitable place centrally located the 
office of the general superintendent will be established. Some one who has 
graduated from an American university and who has a reputation for ability will 
be appointed superintendent of students, and four or five assistants will be ap- 
pointed to attend to the placing of the students, to their finances, and to inspect 
their studies. These will make regular reports. (Detailed regulations will be 
issued later.) 

VIII. 

After the students have completed their courses of study and obtained their 
diplomas they will be presented by the board of foreign affairs to the board of 
education to be examined according to the regulations, and they will receive rank 
as may be determined by the board of education. 

The documents regarding this remarkable incident tell their own 
story and have been set forth without comment. They show that the 
Americans, whom Europe condemns as the most materialistic and prac- 
tical people, are nevertheless more idealistic than the European nation- 
alities from whom they are supposed to have derived their inherited 
traits. At the time of going to press we are not informed that any 
power entitled to indemnity under the protocol of September 7, 1901, 
has either proposed or contemplates the remission of the whole or any 
part of the indemnity exacted from China in a crisis in her internal 
and foreign relations. 

NEW POSTAL REGULATION WITH GERMANY 

In the editorial comment for October (5:849) attention was called 
to the fact that penny postage had been introduced between Great 
Britain and the United States, and the effect of such reduction upon 
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the intercourse between foreign nations was pointed out. An agree- 
ment between the Postmaster General representing the United States 
and German postal officials was recently entered into l by virtue of 
which a uniform rate was introduced of two cents an ounce for letters 
mailed in the United States and ten pfennigs for each twenty grams 
for letters mailed in Germany, provided, however, that such letters be 
sent directly to the contracting countries. Letters between the two 
countries transshipped and forwarded via England and France pay 
according to the Postal Union rules. The fact that two postage rates 
thus exist for letters interchanged with Germany is likely to cause 
some difficulty and confusion unless the rules and regulations issued 
by the Postoffice Department are carefully observed. The material 
portions of the order of December 31, 1908, are therefore quoted: 

1. Letters specially addressed by the senders are to be dispatched and rated for 
postage in accordance with said special addresses, except that letters prepaid or 
short-paid at the rate of postage for direct ocean transportation, or at a less rate, 
shall not be dispatched by other than direct ocean transportation. 

2. Letters not specially addressed by the senders are to be dispatched as follows : 
(a) In the event of prepayment, either in full or in part, when the amount of 

the postage prepaid is in excess of the rate of postage for direct ocean transpor- 
tation, they are to be dispatched by the most rapid route, that is, via England or 
France; otherwise, by means of direct ocean transportation. 

(6) In the event of being wholly unprepaid they are to be always dispatched by 
means of direct ocean transportation. 

( c) In the eases under " a,," where the amount of postage prepaid is not sufficient 
for the route which, it indicates shall be employed, double the amount of the 
deficiency of the postage for such route shall be collected. 

3. Letters which should be dispatched by means of direct ocean transportation, 
according to directions 1 and 2, and are erroneously dispatched by another route 
by a post office of the country of origin, are not subject, when the postage prepaid 
is sufficient for the direct ocean route, to the payment of any additional postage, 
and in any other case they are to be rated up only at the postage rate for direct 
ocean transportation. 

The new agreement does not provide for a corresponding reduction in the rate 
for post cards, which remains two cents per card as heretofore. 

It is to be hoped that the agreements already reached with Great 
Britain and Germany are but the precursors of a more general reduction 
of international postal rates. 

i Signed in America January 9, and in Germany January 26, but taking effect 
by mutual agreement on January 1, 1909. 



